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From the rocky terrain in the North through the fertile pampa of the central provinces, all the way to

the mountainous West and cold, desolate provinces of the South, the estancias of Argentina

produced the high-quality meat and grain that gave the country one of the world's most powerful

economies at the turn of the century. Built in a diversity of architectural styles, from Spanish

farm-house to Edwardian country home, the residences of the estancieros are a fascinating hybrid

of European and Argentine cultural traditions.In an illuminating text, historian MarÃƒÂ­a SÃƒÂ¡enz

Quesada explores the cultural and social history of Argentina and provides captivating commentary

about the families who built or occupy the estancias. She also examines the distinctive style of

these country estates, their interiors, and gardens. Illustrated with exquisite color and vintage

photographs, this opulently designed volume captures the rugged, romantic flavor of the good life on

the Argentina pampa.
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This beautifully produced picture book portrays an exotic subject: the wealthy estancias (ranch

estates) of Argentina. Like the American West, rural Argentina--known for gauchos, mate, and the

pampa--forms a part of the collective national imagination. Historian and editor Saenz Quesada

joins forces here with magazine photographer Verstraeten (both are native Argentineans) to profile

24 estancias in ten provinces. They range from simple farmhouses to Victorian country homes,

reflecting both the period in which they were built (most in the 19th century, but some earlier) and

the immigrant heritage of the various owners. Verstraeten's color photographs depict the geography



of rural Argentina as equally varied. Appropriate for public libraries with Latin American culture

collections, this is also available in Spanish as Estancias: Las Grandes Haciendas de Argentina

(Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

"These majestic homes tell the history of Argentina...the most European [country] of the Americas."

-- Arts & Antiques

Gave it to a dearest friend and he was delighted with the book and history of Argentina country we

love

A coffee table book filled with exquisite photographs and detailed historical and cultural insight on

Argentina's premier properties -- the estancias. Through this book we catch a glimpse of the

Argentine estancias that rivaled the great homes of Europe and also formed the backbone of the

Argentine economy.A must see for anyone interested in all things Argentine. In no other publication

can you find such a profusion of photographic, historical and cultural information on Argentine

architecture and society.Additionally, this book is a steal when purchased in the United States -- I

have seen it retail in Buenos Aires for up to $140.00 US.

Although now out of print and quite difficult to find this book is a rare gem. Beautifully photographed

and rich in historical text concerning the Estancia system in general and 20-odd Estancias in

particular. The reader is taken on a journey from Argentina's north to the Pampas outisde Buenos

Aires, to Patagonia and finally to the Southern most tip where Argentina meets the icey waters of

the South Atlantic. Over all a great "Coffee Table" box and a wonderful read too.
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